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Sponsors

This research was commissioned by the Shire of 
Manjimup's Southern Forests SEED Program, as part of 
the Agriculture Expansion Project which was Royalties 
for Regions funded bythe Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) and 
managed by Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development, Agriculture and Food.

Additionally, the project has been greatly supported by 
Shire of Manjimup Education Development Officer, 
Stephanie Carstairs, and Alysia Kepert, Principal 
Consultant ςAgricultural Education, Department of 
Education. From concept delivery through to project 
design and analysis, their assistance and extensive 
category knowledge was invaluable in driving the 
outcomes of this important piece of research.



Objectives

Primary industries are facing a shortfall of skilled workers in the 
agriculture sector and need to address this as part of future 
proofing and developing the long term viability of the sector.

It is hypothesised that the appeal of the sector is low due to a 
misunderstanding of what a career in agriculture offers. The 
technological innovation that is taking place within the sector 
and the new careers that are possible are not being 
communicated to students. In particular, urban students are 
unlikely to realise that the majority of roles in the agriculture 
sector occur after the farm gate.

This research was commissioned by Shire of Manjimup to assist 
all agriculture focussed organisations in Western Australia to 
better understand the youth audience and to ensure that future 
communications targeting this audience are relevant and 
impactful. 

Specifically:

1. Understand the drivers of career choice and the decision 
making process students go through

2. Understand existing perceptions of agriculture and the 
source of these perceptions

3. Determine how to position agriculture as a desirable career 
option
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Methodology

The research was conducted in two phases:

1. A qualitative exploration of youth knowledge, attitudes and 
behaviour via 4 x focus groups

2. A quantitative validation of the qualitative findings via an 
online survey of n=512 high school students

The focus groups were held in Perth the week of 11th September 
2017 with year 10, 11, 12 and first year university students.

The online survey was conducted from the 6thς29th of 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǘƘLƴǎƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǇŀƴŜƭΦ

This report contains a mix of open ended, qualitative feedback 
and statistical analysis of survey data. Throughout the report 
significant differences between respondents have been 
highlighted using 

Thesesymbolshighlight differences that are significant at a
confidencelevelof 95%andaconfidenceintervalof �À4.3%
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