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COUNCIL RESOLUTION:  

MOVED: Omodei, P SECONDED: Miolin, S  

29602  

That Council receive the unconfirmed Minutes of the Local Emergency Management 
Committee Meeting held Wednesday 13 November 2024 as shown in Attachment: 
9.16.2(1).  

ADOPTED BY EN BLOC RESOLUTION: 9/0 
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Notice of Meeting 
Please be advised that a meeting of the Shire of Manjimup Local Emergency Management 
Committee (LEMC) will be held on Friday 12 December 2025, commencing at 1.00pm. 
 
Shire of Manjimup - JC Rose Meeting Room  
Rose Street  
Manjimup  WA  6258 
 
If you are unable to attend, please advise Nicole Favero, Emergency Services Officer. 
 
P: 08 9771 7777 
E: nicole.favero@manjimup.wa.gov.au.  
 
 
 
 
 

Important Matters for the Attention of Meeting Attendees: 

• To ensure the proceedings are accurately recorded, this meeting may be electronically 
recorded in accordance with clause 6.16 of the Shire of Manjimup Standing Orders Local Law 
2013; and 

• Any recommendations in this meeting are unable to be acted upon until such time as the 
recommendations are endorsed by Council, with the exception of recommendations that are 
of an administrative nature. 

 
 
FUNCTIONS OF COMMITTEE 
 
The functions of the Manjimup LEMC are as set down in Section 39 of the Emergency 
Management Act 2005: 

(a) to advise and assist the local government in ensuring that local emergency arrangements 
are established; 

(b) to liaise with public authorities and other persons in the development, review and testing 
of local emergency management arrangements; and 

(c) to carry out other emergency management activities as directed by the SEMC or 
prescribed by the regulations. 
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Minutes of Meeting held 12 December 2025 
 

Minutes of the Local Emergency Management Committee (LEMC) Meeting held in the Shire of 
Manjimup JC Rose Meeting Room, Rose Street Manjimup on Friday 12 December 2025. 

1. Opening and Welcome 
Shire of Manjimup – Shire President, Cr Donelle Buegge assumed the chair and declared the 
meeting open at 1.01pm.   
Acknowledgement of Country 
The Shire of Manjimup respectfully acknowledges the Noongar people as the Traditional 
Custodians of the lands in which we work throughout the region and we pay our respects to 
their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

2. Attendance and Apologies 

2.1 Attendance 

Members - Voting  

Shire of Manjimup - Shire President  Cr Donelle Buegge 

Shire of Manjimup - Community Emergency Services Manager Todd Ridley 

Shire of Manjimup - Chief Bush Fire Control Officer  Remo Pessotto 

Department of Biodiversity, Conservation & Attractions Ben Farquhar 

Department of Communities Renee Flaxman 

Department of Fire and Emergency Services Chris Sousa 

Department of Primary Industries & Regional Development Tina Buckley 

WA Police Service - Manjimup Jayden Lowe 

WACHS - Pemberton Northcliffe Health Services Kathy Smith 

WACHS - Warren Health Services  Justine Kelly 

 10 
Members Non Voting & Invited Guests 

Shire of Manjimup - Emergency Services Officer Nicole Favero  

Shire of Manjimup – Senior Ranger  Stephen Burch 

Shire of Manjimup - Chief Executive Officer  Benjamin (Ben) Rose 

DFES – District Emergency Management Advisor Erin Hutchins 

Main Roads WA Bill Lishman 

Shire of Manjimup – Deputy Shire President (proxy) Cr Steve Miolin 

Shire of Manjimup - Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer (proxy) Mr Brad Wren 

Shire of Manjimup – Director Development Services Jason Giadresco 

Shire of Manjimup – Recovery Coordinator Gail Ipsen Cutts 

St John’s Ambulance Walpole (Community Paramedic-SW & GS) David Rae 

St John’s Ambulance Operation Leads  Leisa Tocknell 

WALGA Catherine Feeney 

2.2 Apologies 

Department of Primary Industries & Regional Development Ian Guthridge 

Main Roads WA Bruce Hancock 

Water Corporation David Stanik 

WA Police Service – Walpole Matt Hartfield 

Kathy Smith, Justine Kelly & Gail Ipsen Cutts arrived 1.05pm 
Bill Lishman, Ben Rose, Jason Giadresco, Brad Wren, Ben Farquhar left the meeting at 2.30pm 
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3. Declaration of Interest 
Nil 

4. Guest Presentations 
In Agenda items 

5. Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held Wednesday, 13 November 2024. 
Council’s Response to Minutes of the General Meeting prior to Terms of Reference changing. 
 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION:  

MOVED: Omodei, P SECONDED: Miolin, S  

29602  

That Council receive the unconfirmed Minutes of the Local Emergency Management 
Committee Meeting held Wednesday 13 November 2024 as shown in Attachment: 
9.16.2(1).  

ADOPTED BY EN BLOC RESOLUTION: 9/0 

 

RECOMMENDATION/LEMC DECISION 2025/XX 

“The committee confirm and accept the minutes of the Shire of Manjimup Local Emergency 
Management Committee meeting held Wednesday, 13 November 2024.” 
Moved: Remo Pessotto, CBFCO 
Seconded:  Steve Miolin, Deputy Shire President       

CARRIED: 10/0  
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6. Review of Action List and Business Arising 

6.1 Action List 

 
Action & 

Meeting Date 
Item Update Owner Status 

04/24 
17/07/2024 

DFES Virtual Reality 
Bushfire Preparedness 
Experience 

17/07/2024:  Shire of Manjimup CESM to arrange for the ‘DFES Virtual 
Reality Bushfire Preparedness Experience’ to be available for Council 
members to experience a realistic bushfire scenario. 

13/11/2024: Ongoing as awaiting Councils 2025 dates. 

12/12/2025: Still Ongoing 

Todd Ridley In Progress 

05/24 
13/11/2024 

DEMC to LEMC letter 
regarding Community 
Response Initiatives 
Involving Evacuation – 
Invite DFES to Council 

13/11/2024:  Shire of Manjimup LEMC Administration to invite Phill 
Brandrett from DFES, who is also the Deputy of DEMC, to attend the 
Shire’s next Council meeting to brief Councillors involved with the 
Community Response groups and provide a clear understanding on the 
importance of following the State EM Framework. 

12/12/2025: Phill Brandrett attended Council 

Todd Ridley Completed 

06/24 
13/11/2024 

DEMC to LEMC letter 
regarding Community 
Response Initiatives 
Involving Evacuation – 
Shire President Response 

13/11.2024:  Shire of Manjimup LEMC Administration to draft a letter to the 
Community groups from the Shire President regarding the Community 
Response Initiatives. 

12/12/2025: Ongoing, requesting clarification 

Todd Ridley In Progress 

07/24 
13/11/2024 

Review of LEMC Terms of 
Reference 

13/11/2024:  Shire of Manjimup LEMC Administration to prepare a review 
of the Terms of Reference and how Meetings are held. 

12/12/2025: This is now under the Emergency Management Act and a new 
Shire of Manjimup Policy 1.1.10. 

Todd Ridley Completed 
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7. Correspondence  

7.1 Incoming 

14.11.24 DPIRD – Change of LEMC DPIRD Proxy – BUCKLEY, Tina 

14.11.24 St John WA – Update of contact details for David Rae – Great Southern. 

19.11.24 St John WA – Southern Forest District Operational Leads, Dane Hendry and 
Leisa Tocknell, are requesting additional LEMC membership representation for 
SJWA. 

04.12.24 DEMA SW – Contact Telstra Representatives at LEMC. 

07.01.25 Walpole Police – New OIC, Matt Hartfield, update of LEMC membership. 

07.01.25 Water Corporation – Notification & contact details of new LEMC member 
representative, David Stanick. 

12.06.25 SEMC Letter of request for LEMC 2024-2025 Annual Report 

03.09.25 DFES – Community Emergency Risk Assessment Workshop – Outcomes 
Report 

19.11.25 DPIRD PolyPolyphagous shot-hole borer eNews 

08.12.25 Dept of Communities – updated Local Emergency Relief and Support Plan 
(LERSP) for tabling and endorsement. 

 

7.2 Outgoing 

14.11.24 Shire of Manjimup to LEMC Members – Recording of District and Local 
Emergency Management Committees PSHB Webinar 

12.11.24 Shire of Manjimup to LEMC Members – Events Matrix as at 12  November 2024. 
(Provided at Meeting) 

07.01.25 Shire of Manjimup to LEMC Members – Unconfirmed Minutes of Meeting 13 
November 2024 

07.01.25 Shire of Manjimup to Water Corporation – Requesting update if position has 
been filled for LEMC member representative 

21.05.25 Shire of Manjimup to LEMC Members –Local Emergency Management 
Committee (LEMC) Community Risk Workshop Invitation - 13 June 2025. 

09.06.25 Shire of Manjimup to APA Australia Energy Infrastructure Partner – Request for 
LEMC contact details. 

01.07.25 Shire of Manjimup to SEMC – 2024-2025 LEMC Annual Report Lodged 

23.10.25 WALGA Local Government Emergency Management Survey 2025 – 
completed. 

18.11.25 Shire of Manjimup to LEMC Members – LEMC Agenda, Minutes from previous 
meeting. 

09.12.25 Shire of Manjimup to LEMC Members – Item LEMA Documents for Meeting to 
be reviewed 
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8. Review of LEMC Membership and Contact List Updates 
The distribution contact list was updated by all in attendance.   

• WACHS advised that Kathy Smith will be the main contact for the Pemberton Northcliffe Health 
Service ongoing. 

• DEMA SW advised that Melissa Howard will be acting in this position 15.12.25 until 30.10.25. 

• Shire Policy to be amended as Main Roads was missed in the change to the Non Voting 
Membership. 

9. Local Emergency Management Standing Items 

9.1 Post Incident Reports - Nil 

9.2 Post Exercise Reports - See Agenda Item 10.2 

9.3 Exercise – Nil 

9.4 Review Local Emergency Management Arrangements (EM Plan)– See Agenda Item 
10.3- 

9.5 Risk Management update – Emerging Risks - Nil 

9.6 Review Local Emergency Management Business Plan (EM Business Plan) – See 
Agenda Item 10.4 

9.7 Review Funding opportunities - Nil 

9.8 Events – General Discussion 
The committee reviewed the events matrix, see Item 9.8 Attachment.  

Justine Kelly - WACHS –requested to add the UCI & G7 Enduro race (25,000 plus people 
coming for Gravel Race in Nannup) to the Event Matrix as this will impact the Shire. 

ACTION:  Add to Task List for Gail Ipsen Cutts Director Community Services to add to Events Matrix 

10. Agenda Items 

10.1 Emergency Management 101 
Presentation provided by Erin Hutchins – SW DEMA on Emergency Management 101.  She 
also advised that Melissa Howard will be her replacement from 15 December 2025 until 30 
October 2026, while she is acting in another position. 

10.2 Community Emergency Risk Assessment Workshop – LEMC Exercise Overview 
See Item 10.2 Attachment 
The DFES – Community Emergency Risk Assessment Workshop – Outcomes Report was 
tabled. 
Catherine Feeney – WALGA Project Lead,  provided an overview of the LEMC Exercise that 
was held in Manjimup in June, the Community Emergency Risk Assessment Workshop 
(CERA) that was facilitated by DFES and the outcomes that were developed from this 
workshop. 

10.3 SoM Local Emergency Management Plan – DRAFT (EM Plan) 
Draft document was tabled. 
Catherine Feeney – WALGA Project Lead, provided an overview of the LEMA Pilot Project 
and the changes that have been implemented in the Draft Shire of Manjimup Local 
Emergency Management Plan (EM Plan) and how this was developed from the CERA 
workshop outcomes and integrated with the EM Business Plan. 
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10.4 SoM Local Emergency Management Business Plan (EM Business Plan) – 
Implementation 
Draft document was tabled. 
Catherine Feeney – WALGA Project Lead, provided an overview of the LEMA Pilot Project 
and the development of the Draft Shire of Manjimup Local Emergency Management Business 
Plan (EM Business Plan) and how this was developed from the CERA workshop outcomes 
and the EM Plan. 

Discussion ensued after the presentation of Item 10.2, 10.3 & 10.4 with advice provided that the 
Shire of Manjimup is updating the Strategic and Corporate Business Plan so the references will no 
longer be relevant, possibly look at just referencing Shire Plans broadly and without the dates to 
avoid outdated information.  Other feedback was look at including the LEMC Membership and 
maybe not include some of the overview information and pictures?  Members & Agencies requested 
to review the documents further and provide more feedback.   

11. Agency/Member Reports 

11.1 Shire of Manjimup –Shire President – Cr Donelle Buegge  
Nil to report. 

11.2 Shire of Manjimup - Recovery Coordinator – Gail Ipsen Cutts 

• Gail advised that her team is prepared and ready if something occurs. 

The above report was received verbally at the meeting. 

11.3 Shire of Manjimup - CBFCO – Remo Pessotto 
Report was tabled, see Item 11.3 Attachment. 

11.4 Department of Biodiversity, Conservations & Attractions – Ben Farquhar 
Report was tabled, see Item 11.4 Attachment. 

11.5 Department of Communities – Renee Flaxman  
Report was tabled see Item 11.5 Attachment. 

• Renee also presented to LEMC Members the updated Department of Communities Local 
Emergency Relief and Support Plan that was tabled.  This will also include the new trailer 
that will be housed in Manjimup once the location is finalised. 

11.6 Department of Fire and Emergency Services – Chris Sousa  
Report was tabled, see Item 11.8 Attachment. Consolidated with DEMA’s Report 

11.7 Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development – Tina Buckley 
Report was tabled see Item 11.7 Attachment. 

• They have also finalised the roster for Christmas. 

11.8 District Emergency Management Advisor - DFES – Erin Hutchins  
Report was tabled see Item 11.8 Attachment. 

• Further to her report Erin advised that the State Recovery Arrangements are now 
approved with information to come.  They are requesting feedback on the LG Knowledge 
Hub that is now live and also the Emergency WA Planning Tool has been released. 

11.9 Main Roads WA – Bill Lishman 
Report was tabled see Item 11.9 Attachment. 
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11.10 St John Ambulance 

Manjimup – Community Paramedic SW – Gary Wilcox 
No report received - not in attendance. 

In Gary’s absence, guest Leisa Tocknell the St John Ambulance Operation Leads advised that the 
Integrated Starlink rollout to Community Paramedics is happening over the next 6-7 months.  For 
local subcentres they much fund these themselves through fundraising. 

The above report from Leisa was received verbally at the meeting. 

Walpole – Community Paramedic GS – David Rae 

• Training – two new Emergency Medical Responders and one new Emergency Medical 
Technician have started 

• Volunteer numbers currently meeting operational requirements 

• Walpole Subcentre have received development approval for their new building and 
engineering plans are being drawn up for tendering 

The above report was received by email. 

11.11 WA Country Health Service  
Pemberton Northcliffe Health Service – Kathy Smith 
Report was tabled, see Item 11.11.1 Attachment. 

Warren Health Service – Justine Kelly 
Report was tabled, see Item 11.11.2 Attachment. 

Justine also queried the hydrants at the hospital and the information that is kept there in the 
documents and how up to date this is with Chris Sousa DFES who advised that they would be done 
periodically by the fire safety companies but he will follow this up and advise. 

There was also discussion regarding the GIC fishing laws and the increase of people in the area 
and at Windy in the next few years. 

ACTION:  Add to Task List for Chris Sousa DFES to follow up and advise regarding the hydrant in front 
of hospital in Manjimup. 

11.12 WA Police  
Pemberton – OIC Ross Bartley 
No report received - not in attendance. 

Manjimup – OIC Jayden Lowe 

• Recently attended the Bushfire Forum. 

• Business as usual, a couple of crashes not to serious. 

• Staffing is okay at the moment. 

The above report was received verbally at the meeting. 

Walpole – OIC Matt Hartfield 
Nil to report. Apologies received for meeting.  

11.13 Water Corporation – David Stanik 
Nil to report.  Apologies received for meeting. 

11.14 Western Power – Colin Jones 
No report received - not in attendance.  
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12. General Business  
Nil 

13. Next Meeting 
 

LEMC Calendar 

Date Activity Venue Comment 

26 March 2026  JC Rose Room  

25 June 2026  JC Rose Room  

29 October 2026  JC Rose Room  

14. Meeting Closure.  

The Chair, Shire of Manjimup - Shire President, Cr Donelle Buegge, thanked everyone for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 3.25pm. 
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SHIRE OF MANJIMUP EVENTS MATRIX

Month Event Name Description Start Date End Date Location Expected 
Attendance

Risk
SoM

Risk 
Docs

Traffic 
Mgmt

Alcohol
Other Agency 
Approvals etc

Dec Manjimup Cherry Harvest Festival Food festival 13-Dec 13-Dec Manjimup 5000+ Medium Received Yes Yes - Licenced

Dec EMPS End of Year Concert End of Year Concert 17-Dec 17-Dec Sound Shell - Heritage Park 600+ Low Received No No

Dec Walpole Solstice Carols Christmas Carols 21-Dec 21-Dec Walpolw Ficifolia Community Garden 100 Low No No

Dec Christmas In the Park Christmas Carols 21-Dec 21-Dec Heritage Park 1,000 Low Received No No

Jan Av' a Good Day in Walpole Australia Day Celebrations 26-Jan 26-Jan Pioneer Park, Walpole 500-1000 Low No No no

Feb Jazz in the Jarrah Community Concert & Picnic 1-Feb 1-Feb Heritage Park Sound Shell <500 Low No

Feb Manjimup Speedway Street Stocks, Productions & Sedans 14-Feb 14-Feb Manjimup Speedway <1000 High No Yes - Licenced

Mar Warren Blackwood Agriculture Show Annual Ag Show 13-Mar 13-Mar Rea Park, Collier St Manjimup 3,000 Medium No Yes - Licenced no

Mar Southern Forest Campdraft waiting on event Application 6-Mar 9-Mar

Mar Manjimup Speedway Street Stocks, Productions & Sedans 7-Mar 7-Mar Manjimup Speedway <1000 High No Yes - Licenced

Mar Karri Valley Triathlon Triathlon 14-Mar 15-Mar Karri Valley Resort <500 Medium Yes No

Apr Delrious West 100&200 Miler Marathon <500 Low
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Document Type Title Notes  

Overarching: Strategic 

Framework  

Shire of Manjimup Local 

Emergency Management 

Plan 

High Level endorsed by 

Council / LEMC  

 

Sets the local strategic 

direction and objectives  

 

Shire owned  

Operational/ Business 

Plan  

Shire of Manjimup Local 

Emergency Management 

Business Plan 

Details the actions to 

achieve what is set in the 

framework, reviewed 

annually.  

Joint Shire and LEMC  

Incident Support 

Handbook 

Shire of Manjimup 

Emergency Management 

Staff Incident Support 

Handbook 

Operational: contains key 

local information, 

references for response 

and the HMA support.  

Shire owned  

Main Recovery Plan  Shire of Manjimup Local 

Recovery Plan 

Required by legislation, 

endorsed by LEMC. 

 

Outlines recovery 

arrangements and 

processes 

 

Shire owned  

Support Documents  • Shire of Manjimup 
Local Evacuation Plan 

• Shire of Manjimup 
Local Emergency 
Resource Directory 

• Shire of Manjimup 
Local Animal Welfare 
Plan 

• Department of 
Communities Local 
Emergency Relief and 
Support Plan 

Examples of supporting 

plans  

 

Owned by the relevant 

agency or departments.  
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LEMC Session Outcomes Sought  

1. Agreement on Objectives and Lead Actions in EM Plan: 

We will review and confirm the proposed objectives and lead actions under 

each of the four pillars of emergency management: Prevention, Preparedness, 

Response, and Recovery (PPRR). 

2. Implementation Planning through the EM Business Plan: 

In the same session, we will move directly into the Local Emergency 

Management Business Plan and discuss the role of the LEMC and its, setting 

timelines, identifying required resources. 

What to Prepare 

Please review the objectives and main actions for each PPRR pillar extracted from 

the Draft Shire of Manjimup Local Emergency Management Plan, on the following 

pages. 

Do you agree with the identified objectives and priorities?  

Take a look at the Draft Shire of Manjimup Local Emergency Management 

Business Plan, with particular attention to the LEMC's role, and consider any 

additional suggestions that could help achieve the desired outcomes, objectives, and 

lead actions.  

Questions for reflection and open discussion during the session: 

• Are there any activities or tasks we might have overlooked? 

• What additions or changes would you suggest for activities, roles, or 

timelines? 

• Can you identify any potential risks, challenges, or resource issues? 

• Do you have local knowledge, recent experiences, or lessons learned to 

share? 

• Are there opportunities for collaboration or improvement that should be 

highlighted? 
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DRAFT Shire of Manjimup Local Emergency Management Plan 

– extract The plan is organised around the four pillars of emergency management 

(PPRR). For each pillar, we have outlined: 

• Strategic Intent 

• Objectives 

• Lead Actions 

These will form the foundation of our Local Emergency Management Plan and 

Business Plan. 

Prevention: Risk Reduction 

Strategic Intent: Reduce the likelihood and consequences of emergencies by 

embedding risk management into planning and decision-making.  

The Shire of Manjimup will adopt strategies designed to mitigate disaster risks and 

enhance community resilience, with the objective of minimising the impact of 

emergencies on residents, properties, economy, infrastructure and the environment.  

 

Objectives: Lead Actions 

Emergency risks in the 

Shire of Manjimup are 

identified, assessed and 

managed. 

• Maintain a contemporary emergency risk profile 

reflecting changing conditions, including climate 

impacts.  

• Identify and prioritise risk treatment strategies. 

• Integrate risk assessment into planning and decision 
making.  

Emergency risks are 

prevented or reduced. 

 

• Identify infrastructure betterment opportunities to 

reduce risks and incorporate in long term asset 

management and infrastructure planning. 

• Incorporate land use planning and development 

controls to control development in locations at higher 

risk from natural hazards. 

• Plan and undertake bushfire risk mitigation works. 

• Partner with local stakeholders in addressing priority 

emergency risks. 

• Strengthen disaster resilience in communities through 

targeted initiatives and public awareness efforts.  
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Preparedness 

Strategic Intent: Support the Shire and its partners readiness to respond effectively 

to emergencies through robust arrangements and capability development.  

Emergency management preparedness involves proactive planning and training to 

support communities to respond effectively to potential emergencies, minimising risks 

and enhancing resilience 

 

Objectives: Lead actions: 

Shire of Manjimup Local 

Emergency Management 

arrangements remain current 

and fit for purpose. 

• Align arrangements with State policy and lessons 
learned from local exercises and incidents.  

• Engage key stakeholders in continuous 
improvement of the local emergency management 
arrangements. 

• Prepare and maintain up to date supporting plans, 
procedures. 

Shire of Manjimup is 

supported by an effective and 

engaged Local Emergency 

Management Committee. 

• Establish and maintain governance procedures for 

the Local Emergency Management Committee 

(LEMC) as determined by the SEMC (Emergency 

Management Act 2005 s38(4)). 

• Facilitate three annual meetings of the LEMC, 

including at least one exercise, with participation 

from senior staff and elected members. 

Shire of Manjimup staff, key 

stakeholders and community 

have the capability to act in 

emergencies.  

• Build capability through training and exercising. 

• Allocate roles and responsibilities clearly.  

• Promote awareness of emergency management 

arrangements among leaders. 

Shire of Manjimup essential 

services can be maintained 

during disruptions 

• LG maintain plans for business continuity in case 

of an emergency. 

• Advocate in the Investment of critical infrastructure 

& back-up systems. 

The community is resilient 

and prepared for 

emergencies. 

 

• Maintain community engagement for emergency 

preparedness. 

• Support programs and initiatives to raise the 

emergency awareness and preparedness of the 

community. 

• Collaborate with industry and services providers in 

emergency planning and exercises. 
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Response 

Strategic Intent: Deliver a coordinated and effective response that prioritises safety, 

continuity and early recovery. In an emergency, the Shire’s designated officers will 

work with the Hazard Management Agency, Incident Controller and other supporting 

agencies.  

 

Objectives: Lead actions: 

An effective response to 

emergencies within the Shire 

of Manjimup. 

• Establish and manage local emergency plans for 
coordinating and supporting incident response. 

• Maintain clear delegations, polices and financial 

arrangements to support emergency operations.  

Provide safe options for 

evacuation. 
• Maintain and advocate to improve facilities that are 

suitable for use in an emergency. 

• Maintain considerations for higher risk and isolated 

locations within the Local Arrangements   

• Maintain plans for the housing of animals in an 

emergency to support the evacuation of persons. 

Early recovery actions 

commence during response. 
• Embed early recovery considerations into 

response planning. 
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Recovery 

Strategic Intent: The goal is to support the recovery of the community from 

emergencies by restoring social, economic, built, and natural environments. In 

accordance with Section 41 (4) of the Emergency Management Act 2005, the Shire 

of Manjimup has a Local Recovery Plan in place for managing recovery. The Local 

Government oversees this process by designating a Local Recovery Coordinator to 

manage operations and facilitate collaboration among various agencies. 

Recovery begins as soon as an emergency response starts, with early actions 

focusing on repairing infrastructure, offering psychosocial support, providing financial 

assistance, cleaning up, and bringing back essential services. 

Objectives: Lead actions: 

Recovery is locally led, 

coordinated and inclusive. 
• Maintain the Shire of Manjimup Local Recovery 

Plan. 

• Establish the arrangement for a Local Recovery 

Coordination Group.  

• Identify and appoint a minimum of one trained 

Local Recovery Coordinator. 

All functional areas of the 

local government engage in 

recovery outcomes.   

• Define roles for each functional area in recovery 

planning.  

• Engage across the local government organisation 

to restore the social, economic, built and natural 

environments. 

The Shire of Manjimup 

maximises returns from 

available funding. 

• Maintain accounting and record keeping 
arrangements to capture evidence of disaster 
impacts and expenditure. 

• Seek disaster recovery grants and optimise 
funding opportunities.   
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Remo Pessotto - CBFCO 

Report for LEMC  Meeting held on 12 December 2025 

 

No of Fires 

• To date we have attended 10 fires, with most the fires being unattended or 
requests for help.  

Regulation Burning Times – Period we are in 

•  Restricted Burning Period started on the 9 November for Manjimup / 
Pemberton and 19 November for Northcliffe / Walpole areas. 

No of Permits Issued 

• There has been 78 Permits to Burn to date, many for clearing up around the 
property. 

Weather Conditions 

•  So far it has been a mild start to the fire season however the weather forecast 
looks like it will start to dry and heat up from here on.   

Brigade Business / Issues 

• All brigades have had their AGM’s and are in the process of conducting pre-
season training such as (Radio Communication, Burn Over Drills, Appliance 
awareness).  

Brigade Deployments 

• Not requests for deployment so far. 

Vehicle Maintenance / Issues 

• All appliances have been serviced we are one truck down at the moment in 
Northcliffe. Hopefully it will be back online just after the new year. We have 
been told this season we may not receiving a High Season Appliance, or it will 
be delivered late in the season. The High Season trucks fill gaps in our fleet 
location in the isolated Eastern part of the Shire.   

Communications 

• The Radio network is working fine with only one issue to date which was fixed 
quickly. We are trialling TELSTRA Cel-Fi Booster kits on some of our vehicles 
and fire stations this season. The initial reports that the kits have made an 
improvement were there is low signal. 

General Business  

•  
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Consultation will be open for 12 weeks from Friday 03 October 2025 to Friday 02 January 2026. Please submit your feedback by 

close of business on 02 January 2026 here.  

Comprehensive Review Schedule  

The following State Emergency Management documents are planned for comprehensive review and broad consultation in 

2025/2026:  

• WA Community Evacuation in Emergencies Guideline  

• State Hazard Plan – Cyber Security Incident 

• Local Recovery Guideline  

• State Support Plan – Freight and Supply Chain  

• Impact Statement Guideline and Template 

• State Hazard Plan – HAZMAT Annex A Nuclear Powered Warship (NPW)  

• State Hazard Plan – Animal and Plant Biosecurity  

• State Hazard Plan – Hostile Act  

• State Hazard Plan - Collapse  

• State Hazard Plan – Earthquake  

• State Hazard Plan – Maritime Environmental Emergencies  

• State Hazard Plan – Tsunami  

• State Support Plan – Emergency Public Information  

• Impact Statement Guideline and Template  

• WA Managing Exercising Guideline  

• State EM Policy and Plan 

You can view all current and past consultations on the Engage WA EM consultation homepage 

Local Government Emergency Management Knowledge Hub  

The Local Government Emergency Management Knowledge Hub (EM Hub) was launched on 30 October 2025. The EM Hub is a 

new online resource designed to support local governments in developing and maintaining their local emergency management 

arrangements.  

The EM Hub is being delivered as part of the LEMA Improvement Program and is now available on the DFES website. It outlines 

local government roles and responsibilities under the Emergency Management Act 2005 and the State Emergency Management 

Framework, consolidating key information into a single, accessible platform. The EM Hub also provides direct links to essential 

documents and templates for further reference.  

Designed for both new and experienced practitioners, the EM Hub is structured around the four phases of emergency 

management—Prevention, Preparedness, Response, and Recovery (PPRR)—with clear guidance and helpful tools in each section.  

DFES Resilience and Recovery Strategy and Policy Team welcome your feedback on the EM Hub via Engage WA Emergency 

Management until 27 March 2026. For more information or questions, please contact the DFES Resilience and Recovery Strategy 

and Policy Team at recoverypolicy@dfes.wa.gov.au.   

SEMC STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

The State Emergency Management Committee (SEMC) Strategic Plan 2026-2029 outlines how the SEMC will collaborate with 

Western Australia’s emergency management sector to develop a comprehensive system that fosters resilience and preparedness 

in our State. 

 

Page 33 of 44 



 

3 

 

The Strategic Plan was prepared in consultation with emergency management sector stakeholders. It will guide the work of the 

SEMC, its subcommittees and reference groups and District and Local Emergency Management Committees. 

 

Central to the Strategic Plan is a recognition that people, relationships, and governance are essential to fostering a collaborative 

and resilient emergency management system. 

 

The system is supported by six strategic objectives that are designed to enable adaptability within a changing environment, and 

to withstand emerging and unprecedented threats and risks: 

• leadership and governance 

• hazard and systemic risk 

• capability and capacity 

• community and local emergency management 

• a whole of system approach across the emergency management cycle 

• climate change. 

 

DISTRICT NEWS 
 
The next District Emergency Management Committee (DEMC) will be held on Tuesday 17 March 2026.  
 

 
DISTRICT OFFICER UPDATE 

 
 
Skills Development and Interagency Training  

• Ongoing efforts are being made to enhance fire personnel capabilities in basic life support and casualty handling.  

• Interagency training initiatives between Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) volunteers and St John 

Ambulance are currently being arranged or delivered to improve collaborative response effectiveness.  

 

State Bush Fire Exercise  

• The State Bush Fire Exercise was based on a scenario in the Lower South West Region on 11 September 2025.  Shire Staff 

and Emergency Services Volunteers were invited to Manjimup to gain an understanding of procedures and 

actions required during a fire, together with a demonstration of the DFES Regional Operations Centre (ROC) setup.  LGA 

CEOs and elected staff were invited to a tour of the State Operations Centre to understand the strategic 

operational.  Thank you to all those who attended these sessions.  

   
Lithium Battery Fire Hazards  

• There is a noted increase in incidents involving lithium battery fires.  

• All responding agencies—including WA Police (WAPOL), St John Ambulance (SJA), Main Roads, and local Shire 

representatives—must be aware of the associated risks:  

o Fire and potential explosion hazards.  

o Toxic off-gassing of heavy metals present in smoke emissions during battery combustion.  

 

Lithium Battery Disposal Concerns  

• Improper disposal of lithium batteries is emerging as a significant safety issue.  

• Many batteries are being discarded in general waste bins, resulting in fires within rubbish collection vehicles.  

• Clarification is requested from the Local Government Authority (LGA) regarding:  

o Existing collection points for lithium battery disposal.  

o Public guidance available to residents on safe disposal practices  
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Post-Incident Hazardous Waste Management  

• Following the extinguishment of lithium-related fires, DFES will issue a HAZMAT handover form to the property owner.  

• This documentation identifies both the wastewater and the damaged battery as hazardous materials.  

• Clarification is requested from the Local Government Authority (LGA) regarding:  

o Whether a designated disposal site exists for such hazardous waste.  

o What procedures or resources are available to prevent environmental contamination or improper disposal 

into general refuse streams.  

  
LSW SES Regionally  

• Cave Rescue/Vertical Rescue exercise held in Margaret River in September.  

• Cave Familiarization exercise to be held in Margaret River in early December.  

• New assets  

o Manjimup -General Rescue Truck (GRT)  

o Busselton - General Rescue Truck (GRT)  

o Bridgetown - 10-seater Bus  

• Fire support currency drills underway to be completed before HTP  

o Water bomber reloader  

o Burn over drills  

• Successful SES recruiting campaign  

o 32 new members regionally  

• New Roof safety systems to be rolled out in the new year  

o Current operators & builders to be upskilled  

o All new members to be trained in the new system.  

 
COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS NEWS 

 
Emergency WA  

• DFES is launching a new multi-hazard emergency planning tool within the Emergency WA app and website to help 

Western Australians prepare for emergencies. You’ll be able to create a single plan for bushfire, flood, storm and 

cyclone.   

• This new feature will replace the My Bushfire Plan (MBP) app and website, so all your emergency planning can be in the 

one place, Emergency WA.   

• The feature will have the ability to prompt you to follow your plan when an emergency impacts your area, saving time 

during fast-moving hazards.   

• DFES is aiming to have the emergency planning tool available in the Emergency WA app and website late 2025. The My 

Bushfire Plan website will remain online until the end of March 2026 to help you transition across.   

• It’s still important to plan for a bushfire this year. To create a bushfire plan now, go to the My Bushfire Plan website. Once 

your plan is created, you can download it and save it in the My Hub section of your Emergency WA app, so you have 

everything in one place.  

PLEASE NOTE: Once your plan is created, it is important to download it as it cannot be transferred over to the new upgrade. 

Volunteer Bushfire Ready Facilitators attended the Quinninup Fair and delivered virtual reality for bushfire preparedness sessions 

and provided information and resources to support households to create their bushfire plans. Facilitators report their stall was 

well attended throughout the day. 

Several virtual reality for bushfire preparedness sessions were held at South Regional TAFE Manjimup campus in October for 

students of agriculture, business and general education. Resources to assist household planning were provided to students to take 

home and start the conversation with their household.  
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Engagement with the Manjimup Library occurred in November with a visit by Manjimup VFRS and the Community Preparedness 

Advisor to a Rhyme Time session to chat briefly with parents about bushfire planning before the children had a look at the truck 

and listened to a story regarding home fire safety.  The library now has a display of bushfire preparedness resources for patrons 

to take. 

 

Compiled by:   
District Emergency Management Advisor – South West 
Department of Fire and Emergency Services 
As at 28 November 2025. 
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ITEM 11.11.1 ATTACHMENT  -  PNHS

Pemberton Northcliffe Health  Service  LEMC report 26th  November 2025

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT UPDATES.

• Emergency procedures / drill discussion exercises:
- have continued with a focus on fire and evacuation (code red & orange),
- weather alerts (code yellow) and aggression management (code black)
- structural facilities annual review for BZP

• Measles outbreak  –  ongoing monitoring in SW  –  no impact for  Pemberton 
Northcliffe  health services

• NANNUP 2026  UCI World Champs  –  Seven Gravel Race (Nannup LEMC  Nov 5)

- May 16 qualifying event
- Oct 3  -  9 G7 event
- Oct 10  -11 UCI world championship event
- Other lead & concurrent events in SW
- Risks  –  health increased trauma & higher presentations to hospitals

GENERAL UPDATES.

Pemberton Northcliffe Health Service

• Continues to be a sustained increase in patient presentations to hospital ED &
admissions remain above average  –  mostly at bed capacity for the past quarter 
2025.

• Hospital staffing continues to be closely monitored and covered with support 
from WACHS workforce,Agency  and other sites as well as local nurses.

• Hospital rental properties x2  in  Pemberton  supporting the required workforce.
Currently housing nursing  staff.

RISKS

- Nannup 2026 cycling event  –  health increased trauma & higher presentations 
to hospitals

ACTIONS

• WACHS Emergency Management team + key stakeholder meetings  –  to be 
advised  
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 ITEM 11.11.2  ATTACHMENT  -  WHS 
 

Report prepared by Justine Kelly DoN- HSM Warren Blackwood Hospitals 19 Nov 2025 

 

 

 

 

Warren Health Service LEMC Report 19th November 2025 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT UPDATES 

 

• Emergency procedures / drill discussion exercises: 
- have continued with a focus on fire and evacuation (code red & orange), 
- weather alerts (code yellow) and aggression management (code black)  
- structural facilities annual review for BZP  
 

• Measles outbreak – ongoing monitoring in SW – no impact for Warren 
Blackwood health services 
 

• NANNUP 2026 UCI World Champs – Seven Gravel Race (Nannup LEMC  
Nov 5) 
 
- May 16 qualifying event 
- Oct 3 - 9 G7 event 
- Oct 10 -11 UCI world championship event 
- Other lead & concurrent events in SW  
- Risks – health increased trauma & higher presentations to hospitals 

 

GENERAL UPDATES 

Warren HS 

• Continues to be a sustained increase in patient presentations to hospital ED & 
admissions remain above average – mostly at bed capacity for the past 
quarter 2025. 
 

• Hospital staffing continues to be closely monitored and covered with support 
from WACHS workforce and other sites as well as local nurses.   
 

• Ongoing security focus for hospital – external security engaged overnight 
Friday through to Monday 
 
 

• Hospital rental properties x3 in Manjimup supporting the required workforce. 
Currently housing nursing, allied health (dieticians / Occupational therapists) 
relieving radiologists & nursing students. 
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Report prepared by Justine Kelly DoN- HSM Warren Blackwood Hospitals 19 Nov 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

RISKS 

- Nannup 2026 cycling event – health increased trauma & higher 
presentations to hospitals 

 

ACTIONS 

• WACHS Emergency Management team + key stakeholder meetings – to be 
advised  

 

Attachments 

2026 UCI GWC 

Event Overview & Scope Statement V2.1.pdf
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