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6.1.26 RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS 
1. Citation 
This is a Local Planning Policy prepared under Schedule 2 of the Planning and 
Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015. This policy may be cited 
as Local Planning Policy (LPP) - 6.1.26 Residential Buildings 
2. Introduction 

Purpose 
The purpose of this Policy is to act as a bridge between high-level planning legislation 
and local community standards. Its primary goals are: 

 Standardised Assessment: To outline exactly what the Shire will look for when 
reviewing applications in Town Centre, Residential, and Enterprise zones.

 Merit-Based Decision Making: Since this is a "D" (Discretionary) use, the 
policy provides the criteria used to decide if a proposal is an "orderly and 
proper" use of the land.

 
Objectives 

The objectives of this Policy are to outline the matters to be given due regard by the 
Shire when considering applications for Residential Buildings in the Town Centre, 
Residential and Enterprise zones. 

 
3. Relevant Planning Legislation 
Under the Residential Design Codes of Western Australia, ‘RESIDENTIAL BUILDING’ 
is defined as follows; 
“a building or portion of a building, together with rooms and outbuildings 

separate from such building but incidental thereto; such building being used or 
intended, adapted or designed to be used for the purpose of human habitation:- 
- temporarily by two or more persons; or permanently by seven or more persons, 
who do not comprise a single family, but does not include a hospital or 
sanatorium, a prison, a hotel, a motel or a residential school”. 
This land use is classified as a ‘D’ use in the Town Centre, Residential and Enterprise 
zones of the Shire’s Local Planning Scheme No.4 (the Scheme). This means that the 
Council will determine the matter on its merits, having regard to the principles of 
orderly and proper planning and the requirements of this Policy. 

 
4. Related Legislation 
In some cases, a Residential Building land use will be subject to the requirements of 
other legislation, namely;
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 Heath (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911; 
 Shire of Manjimup Health Local Law 2020; and 
 Various standards applied under the Building Act 2011. 

The requirements of this legislation cannot expressly be applied as part of the planning 
application process, however where these contain provisions that relate to a valid 
planning consideration (such as the suitability of the building for the proposed use or 
the proposed intensity of development) these will be given due regard. 
Notwithstanding that the requirements of this legislation cannot be applied as part of 
the planning application process, these do apply and applicants are advised to ensure 
that the requirements of this legislation are properly met. 

 
5. Process 
The Scheme does not mandate that public notice be given of applications for 
Residential Buildings in the Town Centre, Residential and Enterprise zones, however 
clause 9.6.2 of the Scheme empowers the Council to give notice of applications at its 
discretion. 
Public notice will not generally be given for applications for Residential Buildings, 
except in cases of an application where approval is being considered and involves a 
significant departure from the requirements of this Policy. 

 
6. The Suitability of the Building for the Proposed Use 
The building in which the Residential Building is proposed to be accommodated 
should be suitable (or relatively easily adapted) for the use, in terms of its condition, 
and available amenities and facilities for occupants. In considering this aspect of the 
development, the Council will give due regard to the functional requirements of the 
Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911, Shire of Manjimup Health Local Law 
2020 and the requirements of the Building Act 2011. 

 
7. Intensity of Occupancy 
The intensity of occupancy (i.e. – the number of occupants relative to the space 
available) of the building should be consistent with the overall character of the area. 
In considering this aspect of the development, the Council will give due regard to the 
occupancy requirements of the Heath (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911, the 
Shire of Manjimup Health Local Law 2020 and the requirements of the Building Act 
2011. 

 
8. Vehicle Parking 
On site parking shall be provided as follows; 

 In the case of a Residential Building that is classified as a Lodging House, 1 
vehicle parking bay for every 3 occupants of the building (rounded up to the 
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nearest whole number) plus 1 additional vehicle parking bay for use of the 
Lodging House keeper. 

 In the case of a Residential Building that is not classified as a Lodging House, 
vehicle parking bays shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of 
the Residential Design Codes for a Single House.

 In the case of a Residential Building that is classified as a Lodging House, 
the Shire may reduce the required number of bays to a minimum of 2 where 
the occupation is restricted to workers at the same business and the workers 
are to be transported in groups by bus to the employment site. 

 
9. Matters falling outside of this Planning Policy 
Matters relating to assumptions about the perceived behaviour of the occupants 
within a Residential Buildings is not a consideration in a planning application 
process. In the case of a Lodging House, there are provisions in the Shire of 
Manjimup Health Local Law 2020 that enable the Shire to revoke a registration of 
accommodation for any reason which, in its opinion, justifies the revocation. 
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