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What an unusual year 2020 has been, with the challenges of a 
global pandemic affecting us all in one way or another. Whilst 
the impact in our area has been greater for some than others, I 
am proud of the way our businesses and residents have 
continued to strive towards normality. There is no doubt that 
the pandemic has and continues to bring struggles financially 
and socially to many of us, however, we must also recognise 
the positive pandemic free position our efforts have put us in 
and remain diligent in our approach.  

Councillors and staff have worked in overdrive this year to help 
minimise the impact of COVID on our district, helping keep 
itinerant workers in the area, freezing rates and fees and 
charges, setting up the COVID Recovery and Response team 
and gaining in excess of $428,000 in emergency relief funding 
for the basic needs of the community. 

Good things have happened in 2020 also. We were again 
recognised on the State and National stage winning various 
awards including of Public Works Engineering Australia (WA) 
Awards for Excellence for the category of Best Public Works 
Greater than $5M Award; the Manjimup Heritage Park won 
“Park of the Year” at the WA Parks and Leisure Australia 
Regional Awards of Excellence; our Director of Community 
Services Gail Ipsen Cutts picked up a Distinguished Officers 
Award as part of WALGA‘s 2020 Honours Program; we won a 
Public Health Advocacy Institute of WA Local Government 

Policy Award for Action on Alcohol; and most 
recently the inaugural National Minister 
Coulson Award for Progressive Leadership 
sponsored by the Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional 
Development with our submission, Manjimup 
Transformed – Aspirational Leadership at the National Awards 
for Local Government 2020. The Power Up Museum scored a 
highly commended at the Australian Museums and Galleries 
Awards and our COVID Response Team made the finals in the 
Regional Achievement and Community Awards. 

The Brockman Street roof was completed after some delays 
and we lit it up for eight weeks sending a message of hope 
around the world through the pandemic. We obtained a 
LotteryWest grant of $1.2m for the Pemberton Community 
Precinct and provided $160,000 to the community via 
community grants. 

Dave Tapley clocked up 25 years as Councillor for the South 
Ward, what an honourable milestone to achieve, to have that 
amount of community support is indeed very humbling. 

On behalf the Councillors and staff at the Shire I wish all 
residents and visitors a very happy Christmas, New Year and 
holiday period. 

Until next time stay well and safe....Paul 

A message from your Shire President Cr Paul Omodei 

Council Meetings  
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Manjimup Shire 
Council will be held in the Council Chambers, Cnr 

Rose and Brockman Streets, Manjimup.  

The meeting commences at 5.30pm on Thursday, 17 
December 2020. Copies of the agenda are available 
the Tuesday prior to the meeting via the Shire 
website, at any library within the Shire of Manjimup 

or the Administration Office.  

The Shire of Manjimup recommends attendance from 
members of the public only if they have essential 

matters to discuss due to COVID-19 restrictions.  

2nd Instalment 
due 

7 December 2020 

If you haven't received your 
rate notice please contact the 

Shire on 9771 7777 


