5.1.16 TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION IN CARAVANS AND TINY HOMES
ON WHEELS

SHIRE OF
MaANjIMUP

BACKGROUND AND ISSUES

The purpose of this policy is to address the demonstrated need for residents to be able to
reside in Caravans or Tiny Homes on Wheels (THOW) on private land due to the current
cost of living and the housing crisis.

Also, the purpose is to outline the circumstances under which the Shire of Manjimup is
prepared to approve applications to temporarily reside on their Caravan or Tiny Homes on
Wheels in accordance with the Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Regulations 1997
(the Regulations). It will provide guidance for the minimum health standards, including but
not limited to access to water, kitchen, laundry, toilet and shower facilities.

The Policy is not designed to allow for the permanent occupancy of caravans or THOWSs.

OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this Policy are to:

e Provide temporary housing following a natural disaster.

o Allow staying in a caravan or tiny home on wheels while building or renovating a
permanent home.

o Allow to support someone ageing-in-place.

o Allow consideration of other personal circumstances in which a person may need
to reside temporarily in a Caravan or THOW.

POLICY APPLICATION

This Policy applies to all privately owned land in the Shire of Manjimup, that is not zoned
or approved as a Caravan Park.

This Policy does not apply to:

e Land thatis under the care and control of the Local, State or Federal Governments.

e Land that is already zoned as a Caravan Park

e Proposals for seasonal workers accommodation are to be considered through
Policy 6.7.20 Camp Grounds for Seasonal/Backpacker Workers.

The Policy is not designed to allow for the permanent occupancy of caravans or THOWs
POLICY MEASURES

That the Chief Executive Officer be authorised to approve applications for the use of a
Caravan or THOW as temporary accommodation on private land located within the Shire
of Manjimup, where the temporary accommodation is on-site for the purposes listed at the
‘Objective’ section of this Policy.

e Any application proposing two (2) or more caravans/THOW on the same property
must be submitted to Council for determination.

e Approval for a second (or more) caravan/THOW will not be granted for a period of
time that exceeds 3 months as per the Regulations.

e Should approval for a second caravan/THOW for a period of time longer than 3
months be requested, application must be made to the Minister.
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Setbacks

e The caravan/THOW must be located away from property boundaries in accordance
with the relevant zoning setbacks as defined in the Shire of Manjimup Local
Planning Scheme No.4, or the Residential Design Codes of Western Australia.

e If an application intends to vary a setback by where a lesser setback is proposed
by the applicant it must:

o Be accompanied by correspondence detailing why a setback reduction is
required.

o Be advertised for public comment to any adjacent landowner affected by
the setback reduction for a period of 21 days.

o If an objection is received, the application will be referred to Council for
determination.

Use of Caravan or Tiny Home on Wheels

The following measures apply to the temporary occupation of caravans/THOWSs on
private property:

e The applicant must have legal right to occupy the land or written approval from the
landowner to support the application.

e Temporary accommodation granted to be for no longer than two (2) years from the
date of approval unless otherwise approved.

e One Caravan or Tiny Home on Wheels per property.

e Planning approval exemptions will be issued subject to applications complying with
the setback requirements under the Local Planning Scheme No. 4 and the
Residential Design Codes.

e Where an application is received within a Bushfire Prone Area, evidence of an
basic Emergency Evacuation Plan is required.

e Caravans and Tiny Homes on Wheels on vacant land will be required to
demonstrate how they will remain self-contained (i.e wastewater, laundry, cooking
facilities etc)

¢ Any permanent or incidental structures, i.e rainwater tanks will require a building
permit.

e Any septic system to be installed will require a wastewater permit to use.

e Caravans/Tiny Homes on Wheels must be on wheels. This Policy does not apply
to unwheeled, permanent structures.

Use of Tents
A tent may be used as a form of accommodation where:

e The applicant has legal right to occupy the land or written approval from the
landowner to support the application.

e The temporary accommodation granted to be for no longer than six (6) months
from the date of approval.

e ltis for one (1) tent per property (Caravans and THOW included).

e Safe and healthy sanitary provisions are available to the tent site.
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Holiday Makers

Holiday makers can camp on a property they have legal right to occupy or have permission
to occupy as per Section 11(1)(a) or (aa) of the Regulations.

General Conditions of Approval

The following are the general conditions of approval for temporary accommodation:

1.

The temporary accommodation approval is valid for a period of two (2) years. At
the expiry of the 2-year period, a further two (2) year approval for temporary
accommodation in a Caravan or Tiny Homes on Wheels may be granted.

If the temporary accommodation approval expires after the initial two approvals (4
years) the temporary accommodation approval is not to be renewed.

Adequate living arrangements and sanitary provisions are to be provided in
accordance with the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911 (as amended) and
Section 11(b)(4) of the Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Regulations 1997.
Any facilities installed in association with temporary accommodation must be
removed at the expiry of the temporary accommodation approval unless otherwise
approved by the Shire of Manjimup.

Evidence of unrestricted access to sufficient power, water, sewage disposal and
cooking facilities must be provided to the Shire of Manjimup prior to occupation of
the temporary accommodation.

. Camping for more than 28 days on private land may require a management plan

to handle any public health issues and nuisances like noise, waste disposal,
rubbish, and pets.

The site must ready tidy, and waste must be managed responsibly.

The Shire reserves the right to inspect any temporary accommodation approval to
ensure compliance with this Policy, Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911 or
the Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Regulations 1997.

The Shire of Manjimup reserves the right to revoke approval by written notice to
the permit holder if it is deemed that this Policy and its measures or conditions of
approval are not being adhered to.

Refusal of Application

Where an application made in accordance with this Policy has been refused by the Shire
of Manjimup, the applicant within 35 days of the date of the decision can apply to the
Minister for approval to camp on the land subject of the application.
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Manjimup Application for Temporary Accommodation and Camping Outside of a Caravan

Park (up to 24 months)
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Applicant Details

Full Name:

Current Residential
Address:

Postal Address (if different from above):

Contact Number:

Email:

Property Owner Details (To be completed only if the applicant is not the property owner)

Full Name:

Residential Address:

Postal Address (if different from above):

Contact Number:

Email:

Property Details (Location of Proposed Camping)

Property Address:

Nearest Road/Intersection:

Total Land Area:
Is the property vacant land? YES / NO
Is the property located in a Bushfire Prone Area? YES / NO

Temporary Accommodation Details

Proposed Number of
Occupants:

Reason for Occupancy:

Type of Camping Facility:

Registration Number of
Caravan:

Dimensions of Caravan (Height x Width x
Length):

Proposed Date of Occupancy
Commencement:

Access to Facilities (Please circle YES or NO)

Potable Water Supply: YES /NO
Source of Electricity: YES / NO
Reticulated Gas: YES / NO

Effluent Disposal System: YES /NO
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Manjimup * Hot Water System: YES/NO

o Shower/Bath: YES / NO

e Flushable Toilets: YES / NO

e Handwash Basin (connected to hot and cold water): YES / NO
e Wash Trough (connected to hot and cold water): YES / NO

e Cooking Stove/Oven: YES / NO

o Kitchen Sink (connected to hot and cold water): YES /NO

e« Smoke Alarm: YES / NO

o Waste Management Plan: YES / NO

Checklist:

|1 site Plan showing the location of the onsite Temporary accommodation, any
existing dwelling, effluent disposal, power mains with any relevant setbacks as
applicable.

Floor Plan and photos of all facilities in the caravan.

Proof of Electrical and safety Compliance with relevant Australian Standards.
Evidence of the legal rights to occupy the property.

Written permission from owner(s) of the property to park on property and use
existing facilities within the main house/dwelling.

Attached a Waste Management Plan.

| have read Shire’s policy about the temporary accommodation and camping
outside the caravan park.

Declaration:

I, the undersigned, hereby declare that the information provided in this application is true
and correct to the best of my knowledge. | understand that any false or misleading
information may result in the revocation of the temporary accommodation approval. |
acknowledge that Shire can revoke permission anytime if any non-compliance is reported
and/or observed.

Applicant Signature:

Property Owner’s Signature (if applicable):

Date:

ADOPTED - 05 May 2025
EFFECTIVE - 05 May 2025
TO BE REVIEWED - 29 August 2028

The Administration of this Policy is by the Development and Regulation Division.



