
The Shire of Manjimup is pleased to present a financially responsible 2025/26 Budget, developed to maintain current
service levels across the community while addressing the significant economic challenges faced by local governments
across Western Australia. Like many organisations across the State, the Shire is experiencing considerable cost
pressures, particularly in the areas of insurance, contractor services, materials, and a constrained labour market.
These factors have necessitated careful financial planning to ensure the continued delivery of essential services.

While the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for Western Australia from March 2024 to March 2025 stands at 2.8%, the
Shire’s 2025/26 Budget proposes an average rate increase of 5.85%. This decision has not been made lightly, as the
Shire acknowledges the financial stress many residents and businesses are experiencing. The rate increase
comprises a 4.87% rise in the general rate in the dollar and a 12.61% increase to the minimum rate, equating to an
additional $145 per annum to those ratepayers on the minimum payment. While this is a notable increase, it remains
below that of comparable local governments in the South West region.

Historically, the Shire has aligned increases to the minimum rate with changes to the rate in the dollar. However, as
property valuations rise, fewer ratepayers fall within the minimum rate category. The minimum rate reflects a
contribution towards the baseline level of services provided by the Shire, which are accessible to all residents
regardless of individual usage.

The 2025/26 Budget continues to prioritise the maintenance of core infrastructure while progressing efforts to address
aging community assets. A major initiative supporting this objective is the implementation of a comprehensive Asset
Management Project. Funding has been allocated to assessing the condition, usage, and renewal needs of all Shire
assets, enabling better resource allocation and value-for-money outcomes.

In recognition of the impact of rates on household budgets, the Shire will continue its policy of charging no interest on
instalment payments. Additionally, no penalty interest will be applied to ratepayers who have entered into a formal
payment arrangement and are meeting their agreed obligations. 

The Shire of Manjimup extends its sincere appreciation to the various external funding partners whose support makes
many of its initiatives possible. These include the Western Australian Financial Assistance Grants, Regional Road
Group, Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Lotterywest, Disability Services, Department of
Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, Emergency Services Levy, Department of Health and Aged Care,
Main Roads WA, and the Federal Government through Roads to Recovery Program. 
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The detailed Shire of  Manjimup 2025/26 Budget is available from the following
sources:
• Shire of  Manjimup offices, Corner Rose and Brockman Streets, Manjimup
• Shire of  Manjimup libraries in Manjimup, Northcliffe, Pemberton and Walpole
• Shire of  Manjimup web site www.manjimup.wa.gov.au

Appreciation is given to all Councillors and staff  involved in the preparation of  the
2025/26 Budget.

Benjamin (Ben) Rose
Chief  Executive Officer
30 July 2025

Donelle Buegge
Shire President
30 July 2025



Where it comes from

Where it goes

7028km2 - 83% unrateable -  4 towns -  6 populated settlements - 9250 residents -  512km sealed roads -  900km unsealed roads - 1 landfill site
3 waste transfer stations  - 13 public toilets - 8 tourist information bays  - 1 campground  - 42 bridges  - 1 airport - 40,836m footpaths and bike paths

2397 parking bays - 4 skate parks - 8 sports grounds - 15 playgrounds  - 175 reserves - heritage park - aquacentre  - 7 cemeteries
4 sport & recreation stadiums  - 17 fire stations - 4 libraries  - 22 community centres & halls -  160 public rubbish bins


