
The Shire of Manjimup is proud to present its 2026/27 Budget, which has been developed to provide a balanced and
sustainable financial framework that supports the continued delivery of essential services, maintains community
infrastructure, and invests in the Shire's long-term future.

Preparing this year's budget has required careful consideration of the increasing financial pressures affecting
communities and households throughout the Shire, as well as the pressures on local governments throughout the
State. Escalating costs associated with fuel, insurance, construction materials, contractor services, and workforce
shortages continue to place significant strain on operating budgets. Against this backdrop, the Shire has worked
diligently to ensure that community expectations can continue to be met while maintaining responsible financial
management.

Although the Western Australian Consumer Price Index increased by 4.6% in the 12 months to March 2026, the
2026/27 Budget includes an average rates increase of 4.95%. The Shire recognises that any increase in rates
impacts households and businesses and has given this matter extensive consideration throughout the budget
process. As part of the 4.95% increase, Council resolved to include an additional 1% to establish dedicated funding
for the renewal and upgrade of the Shire's footpath network. This investment will improve the safety, accessibility,
and connectivity of pathways throughout the district, particularly for residents with mobility and accessibility needs.

A continued focus of the 2026/27 Budget is the renewal and preservation of the Shire's extensive (and ageing) asset
base. Alongside ongoing infrastructure maintenance and renewal programs, the Shire has committed funding to a
comprehensive Asset Management Project that will assess the condition, utilisation, and future renewal
requirements of all Shire assets. This initiative will strengthen long-term financial planning, support evidence-based
decision making, and ensure capital investment is directed to areas of greatest community benefit.

The Shire also remains committed to assisting ratepayers in managing the cost of rates. Interest will continue to be
waived on approved instalment payment arrangements, and no penalty interest will apply where ratepayers are
complying with an agreed payment plan. In addition, the Shire has enhanced its Financial Hardship Policy by
introducing an incentive for eligible ratepayers who successfully maintain their payment arrangement for a
continuous period of 12 months, with all accrued penalty interest to be written off. This initiative is intended to
provide meaningful support to those experiencing financial hardship while encouraging sustainable repayment
arrangements.

The Shire extends its sincere appreciation to the various external funding partners whose support makes many of its
initiatives possible. These include the Western Australian Financial Assistance Grants, Regional Road Group,
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Lotterywest, Department of Local Government,
Industry Regulation and Safety, the Emergency Services Levy, Department of Health and Aged Care, Main Roads
WA, and the Federal Government through the Roads to Recovery Program. The detailed Shire of Manjimup 2026/27
Budget is available from the following sources:

Shire of Manjimup offices, Corner Rose and Brockman Streets, Manjimup
Shire of Manjimup libraries in Manjimup, Northcliffe, Pemberton and Walpole
Shire of Manjimup web site www.Manjimup.wa.gov.au

Council thanked all Councillors and staff involved in the 2026/27 Budget.
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Chief Executive Officer
29 July 2026

Donelle Buegge
Shire President
29 July 2026

Shire of Manjimup
Budget Overview 2026 - 2027

http://www.manjimup.wa.gov.au/

	Shire of Manjimup Budget Overview 2026 - 2027
	Donelle Buegge Shire President 29 July 2026
	Benjamin (Ben) Rose Chief Executive Officer 29 July 2026



